Muskogean family 461 

MUSKOGEAN = MUSKHOGEAN FAMILY 

Western 

Choctaw-Chickasaw 
Central 

Alabama = Alibamu 

Koasati = Coushatta 

Apalachee = Apalachi* 

Hitchiti, Mikasuki = Miccosukee 
Eastern 

Creek = Muskogee = Maskoke, Seminole 

Muskogean people were first encountered by DeSoto in 1539, when they lived 
entirely within the Southeast in what became South Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, and Louisiana. Most were forced to move 
west during the Great Indian Removal of 1836-40. 

There are now at least three main dialect groups of Choctaw (Ulrich 1986: 2): the 
Native Choctaws living in the Choctaw Nation in southeastern Oklahoma, the 
Mississippi Choctaws of Oklahoma living in the Chickasaw Nation of south central 
Oklahoma around Durwood, and the Choctaws of Mississippi, near Philadelphia, 
Mississippi. Nicklas mentions an additional community near Talahassee, Florida, and 
Munro 1987a notes that some speakers live among the Koasati in Louisiana. There 
are perhaps 11,000 Choctaw speakers, and children are still learning the language 
(Aaron Broadwell and Dale Nicklas p.c. 1992). Chickasaw is spoken in Oklahoma by 
under 1000 people, most over 40 (Munro & Wilmond 1987). It is considered a dialect 
of Choctaw, but the political division between the two groups is old (Pulte 1975). 
Pulte & Munro 1987 describe the extensive phonological, morphological, and lexical 
differences between them. Jacob 1980 reports that after a short period of exposure, 
native speakers of each can understand the other. 


Mithim, Marianne. 1999. The Languages of Native North 
America. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 


